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Today’s Challenges Demand a Shift of Focus
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Share of respondents at risk of 
depression, 2020 and 2021 vs. 2014

Average 12-month inflation rate in February 2023 by income 

quintile, degree of urbanization and age of household head 
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• Global Footprint Network (2022), National Footprint and Biocapacity Accounts.
• OECD (2023), Measuring Population Mental Health, OECD Publishing, 

Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/5171eef8-en 
• Caisl, J., et al. (2023), "The uneven impact of high inflation", OECD Papers on Well-being and 

Inequalities, No. 18, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/59e2b8ae-en.

https://doi.org/10.1787/5171eef8-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/59e2b8ae-en
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OECD-WISE Centre for Well-being, Inclusion, Sustainability and Equal Opportunity

• A focus on people rather 
than the economic 
system or GDP

• Measures outcomes 
rather than inputs and 
outputs

• Examines both averages
and inequalities

• Considers both objective
and subjective aspects

• Concerned with well-
being both today and 
tomorrow

Outcomes

Risk factors, 
stocks, flows, 
resilience

Source: https://www.oecd.org/wise/measuring-well-being-and-progress.htm

Measuring What Matters to People



Share of countries who have developed a national well-being approach that includes life satisfaction indicators, following 
OECD Guidelines → Job and time use satisfaction are the most commonly-included domain satisfaction indicators
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Mahoney, J. (2023), "Subjective well-being measurement: Current practice and new frontiers", OECD Papers 
on Well-being and Inequalities, No. 17, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/4e180f51-en.

10 Years Since Publishing OECD Guidelines for Measuring Subjective Well-being

https://doi.org/10.1787/4e180f51-en
https://www.oecd.org/wise/oecd-guidelines-on-measuring-subjective-well-being-9789264191655-en.htm
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OECD (2023), "Win-win solutions for well-being and mental health", OECD Policy Insights on Well-being, 
Inclusion and Equal Opportunity, No. 11, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/93b79ccf-en.

Subjective Measures: Good well-being outcomes can provide resilience against poor mental health

Using the OECD Well-being 
Framework to link people’s mental 
health with their economic, social, 
relational, civic and environmental 

experiences.

https://doi.org/10.1787/93b79ccf-en


Timeliness is also important
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Inequality data is published with considerable delay

• Delay of typically 2 to 3 years.

• Growing public and political demand for timely inequality data

OECD-WISE Centre for Well-being, Inclusion, Sustainability and Equal Opportunity
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Nowcasting based on microsimulation

• Granular approach → other indicators beyond inequality (e.g. income, poverty, socio-
economic groups).

• Assess impact of recent policy measures on household income and government 
budgets.

• Decompose impact of demographic, labour market and tax-benefit changes.

Levy, H. (2023), "Nowcasting and provisional estimates of income inequality using microsimulation techniques", OECD Papers on Well-being 
and Inequalities, No. 12, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/c0b88e7f-en.

https://doi.org/10.1787/c0b88e7f-en
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Exploring Interlinkages between Env. Sustainability and Social Prosperity

• Significant progress to harmonise the concept of just transition in governments and 
companies, but definitions and focus of activities still vary from one to another.

• Data and indicators that capture the intersectionality of environmental and social 
challenges are needed for:

• more accurate and timely information on how different demographic groups, 
workers and territories are affected by the environmental degradation; 

• better understanding of the types, incidence and extent of social impacts of 
the low-carbon transition; 

• measuring interlinkages and progress towards achieving SDG People- and 
Planet-related targets;

• aligning public approaches with private-sector approaches to measurement, in 
light of climate and social risk disclosure standards for companies. 

• OECD (2023), "Unpacking public and private efforts on just transition", OECD Policy Insights on Well-being, 
Inclusion and Equal Opportunity, No. 9, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/cbd31b13-en.

• OECD (2021), "The inequalities-environment nexus: Towards a people-centred green transition", OECD Green 
Growth Papers, No. 2021/01, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/ca9d8479-en.

https://doi.org/10.1787/cbd31b13-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/ca9d8479-en
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Source: OECD (2022), "The Short and Winding Road: Measuring Distance to the SDG Targets", OECD Publishing, Paris.

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

1 2 3 4 5 6 12 13 14 15

People Planet

Small Distance to Target Medium Distance to Target

Large Distance to Target

Panel A. Distribution of current distance to Target (% of Targets), by Goal

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

1 2 3 4 5 6 12 13 14 15

People Planet

No progress or moving away from the SDG target

Progress has been made, but is insufficient to meet the target

Target is achieved or on track to being achieved

Panel B. Distribution of trends (% of Targets), by Goal

OECD-WISE Centre for Well-being, Inclusion, Sustainability and Equal Opportunity

Progress on People-related SDG Targets is as Poor or Worse 
than Progress on Planet-related SDG Targets
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Siegerink, V., M. Shinwell and Z. Zarnic (2022), “Measuring the non-financial performance of firms through the lens of the OECD Well-being Framework: A common measurement 
framework for “Scope 1” Social performance”, OECD Papers on Well-being and Inequalities, No. 03, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://dx.doi.org/10.1787/28850c7f-en.

Applying the Well-being Measurement Framework to Business

Within a global framework for financial disclosures Social standards is going to be the next frontier of ISSB work:
→ Cracking the “S” of the ESG framework is an area where the OECD-WISE Centre has been active.



Going Beyond GDP

1970s

OECD Environmental 
Performance Reviews, 

OECD Sustainable 
Development Reviews 

OECD Green 
Growth Initiative

How's Life in 
the Digital 

Age?
Club of Rome, 
OECD work on 

environmental and 
social indicators

OECD Better 
Life Initiative,

Well-Being 
Framework, 

Better Life Index 
(BLI)

OECD COVID-19 
Recovery Dashboard

1990s 2000s 2010s Mid-2010s 2018 2019 2020

How to Make 
Societies Thrive? 

Coordinating 
Approaches to 
Promote Well-

being and 
Mental Health

Beyond GDP

Growing Unequal

The inequalities-
environment nexus

Unpacking 
public and 

private efforts 
on just 

transition

OECD Framework for 

Policy Action on 
Inclusive Growth

Measuring Progress 
towards Inclusive and 
Sustainable Growth in 

Japan

Measuring 
Distance to SDG 

Targets

OECD WISE Centre

2021 2022 2023

OECD Observatory 
on Social Mobility & 
Equal Opportunity

OECD-WISE Centre for Well-being, Inclusion, Sustainability and Equal Opportunity

https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264202030-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264202030-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264311800-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264311800-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264311800-en
https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/en/recovery-dashboard
https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/en/recovery-dashboard
https://doi.org/10.1787/fc6b9844-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/fc6b9844-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/fc6b9844-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/fc6b9844-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/fc6b9844-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/fc6b9844-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/fc6b9844-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264307292-en
https://www.oecd.org/els/soc/growingunequalincomedistributionandpovertyinoecdcountries.htm
https://doi.org/10.1787/ca9d8479-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/ca9d8479-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/cbd31b13-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/cbd31b13-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/cbd31b13-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/cbd31b13-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/cbd31b13-en
https://oe.cd/2hJ
https://oe.cd/2hJ
https://oe.cd/2hJ
https://doi.org/10.1787/3ced6c79-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/3ced6c79-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/3ced6c79-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/3ced6c79-en
https://www.oecd.org/wise/the-short-and-winding-road-to-2030-af4b630d-en.htm
https://www.oecd.org/wise/the-short-and-winding-road-to-2030-af4b630d-en.htm
https://www.oecd.org/wise/the-short-and-winding-road-to-2030-af4b630d-en.htm
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More from the OECD WISE Centre: 
http://www.oecd.org/wise/

Thank you! 

Observatory on Social Mobility and Equal Opportunity:

https://www.oecd.org/wise/observatory-social-mobility-equal-opportunity/

Well-being Research:
https://www.oecd.org/wise/measuring-well-being-and-progress.htm

Measuring Distance to SDG Targets:
https://www.oecd.org/wise/measuring-distance-to-the-sdgs-targets.htm

OECD-WISE Centre for Well-being, Inclusion, Sustainability and Equal Opportunity

http://www.oecd.org/wise/
https://www.oecd.org/wise/observatory-social-mobility-equal-opportunity/
https://www.oecd.org/wise/measuring-well-being-and-progress.htm
https://www.oecd.org/wise/measuring-distance-to-the-sdgs-targets.htm
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