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Survey objectives

Specifying relative importance of the different goods and services coming within household
consumption which makes it possible for the calculation of weights to be used for the
preparation of cost of living indices .

Computations of commodity elasticities which help in demand projections of goods and
services .

Preparation of studies regarding inflation .

Identifying the range of consumption distribution and incomes distribution within the
different geographical areas of the country.

Evaluating results of policies and programs adopted in relation to households’ standard of
living .

Specifying wages or legal minimum wages, salaries and pensions in light of household
consumption.

Usage of quantity data regarding consumption of food stuffs for the computation of per
capita consumption of calories and other nutritional elements .

Studying patterns of consumption prevailing in the country .
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Survey description

1. Survey extent

This survey covers all households to which household definition is applicable. The survey
excludes individuals living at Labor camps a Geographically, the sample households was spread
out in order to cover all municipalities and zones. In view of the diversity of the objectives of the
household expenditure and income survey and its concern with the consumption patterns of the
whole population. all categories of the population has been represented : Qataris and non-Qataris,
each as a separate populations well as single member households, since the above definition
does not apply.

2. Time Reference obtaining household monthly expenditure on food stuff,

services and some other commodities:

is done through four weekly, independent and consecutive visits. In each visit the households'
weekly expenditure on goods and services during that week is being observed and registered,
consequently data regarding the four weeks is being added up to arrive at the household
monthly expenditure .

3. Reference period of Income data :

Income time reference is determined in accordance to the nature of every source of income. In regard to
wages, pensions and regular salaries it is preferred that time reference period should be the year
preceding date of last visit . Similarly other sources of seasonal nature e.g. projects and business profits,
real estate rental, earnings from property rights, profits and interest from shares and securities, income
from remittance .. etc , time reference shall be the year preceding date of last visit .

4. Periodicity of expenditure data collection
Data collection on expenditure from the survey households is performed throughout an entire year to
measure variations in the patterns and levels of expenditure resulting from seasonal, incidental or
periodical changes. The procedure adopted in this survey was to visit the selected household six visits
during a period of four consecutive weeks, subsequently replaced by another household (having the
same head of household nationality and number of household members) .

5. Periodicity of income data collection:
Income data collection is performed once for all, from every household covered by the survey during the
last visit to the household .

6. Axis covered by the survey:

The survey measured the core Household income & expenditure statistics: household relevant
educational level for head of household , occupation, economic activity, sector, status in
employment , marital status, dwelling type , dwelling holding type, household size, household
expenditure categories, number of individuals with income, consumption quantity for some major
food commaodities, income source & household and individuals of income categories .
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Definitions concept & classifications

Municipality: The State of Qatar is divided into seven municipalities: Doha, Rayyan, Al
Wakra, Um Slal, Al Khor, Al Shamal and Al Dha'ain.

Nationality: Published as Qatari or non-Qatari. The Nationality Directory originating from
the 1982 International Nationality Directory, Series M No. 49, Rev. 2, was used.

Sex : Male or female. Refers to the universal, biologically determined difference between
men and women. According to the ILO, data are disaggregated by sex, not by gender, with
the latter referring to social differences.

Age: Calculated in years, based on date of birth.

Marital status : Asked of all persons aged 15 years and above. Consists of one of the
following: never married, married, divorced, or widowed.

Educational level: Asked of all persons aged 10 years and above. It is the highest
educational level completed. Consistent with the 2004 Census, the Directory of Standard
Classification of Education, based on UNESCO’s International Standard Classification of
Education (ISCED), was used to classify responses. Information was coded at the five-digit
level and tabulated at the broad level only.

Household : Two individuals or more living permanently together in the same dwelling,

they may be related or not, however they share food, drinks and other living conditions forming
one living unit, expending on their consumption necessities from their accumulated income
irrespective of its source. Domestic servants and the like are considered as members of the
household as long as their accommodation, food, clothing and other services are provided by
the household . Visitors and guests are not considered members of the household, if they are
not staying with the household for a period of six months or more of the survey duration of one
year, including the period of one month data collection .

Head of Household : The individual who is in charge of directing the expenditure policy
of the household based on the accumulated income of its members. The household
considers him/her as its head irrespective of his/her age and gender .

Consumption Expenditure : The expenditure of the individual or the household of
their disposable income, entirely or partially on the different consumable goods and
services.

Household Expenditure : Expenditure of every individual of the households members
in exchange for possessing goods and services . In defining household expenditure the
following should be taken into account :
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1- Expenditure on domestic servants should be included into household
expenditure, while servants expenditure on themselves from the income they
receive, should not be included .

2- Consumption of any commodities produced by the household should be included
into household expenditure .

3- Any goods and services possessed by the household for the purpose of
consumption, from an establishment owned by the household, during the
reference period should be included in household expenditure .

4- Payments made by the household during the reference period in return for goods
previously possessed should be included into household expenditure .

5- Estimated rental value of dwellings owned by the household or furnished by the
employer should be included into household expenditure .

6- Any goods and services possessed, however its value was not paid during the
reference period, should not be included into household expenditure .

Household Income: Household income refers to income, whether cash or in-kind,
accumulated from incomes of all members of the household which allows the household to
spend on its consumption matters and on other expenditure aspects or saving. Generally ,
income is characterized by being periodically frequent. It can be monthly like wages and
salaries, or annually like commercial and industrial profits. Periodicity may not be regular
e.g. transfers . Income shall not include the following:

Household drawing from savings, loans, non-Qataris' income from projects outside Qatar,
sales value of fixed assets or durable goods belonging to the household, what is received
by any individual of the household members from another member in the same household
e.g. domestic servants wages .

Employed: All persons aged 15 years an above, who were during the week preceding
the survey:

a) Perform a work for a wage, salary, profits or household gains, whether it was in cash
or in kind.

b) Temporarily not employed, however, they are still have an official relation with their
work

Unemployed: All persons aged 15 years and over who were, during the week preceding
the survey, without work and were willing to work and looking seriously for work. There is a
distinction between two kinds of unemployed persons:

a) First time unemployed: They are the persons who never worked previously, and
were during the week preceding the survey looking actively for work. Those are
called “new comers” too.

b) Unemployed who previously worked: They are the persons with previous
experience work and during the week preceding the survey were actively looking for
work.
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Economically active population: That part of the population in working age, which

includes employed plus unemployed, or all individuals who participate with their physical
and mental effort in any work relevant to producing goods and services, and includes the

employed and unemployed

Sector : Asked of the employed in reference to current employment and the unemployed
who worked before in reference to last employment. In  Qatar, employing
establishments/firms/ enterprises are affiliated to the following sectors:

a) Governmental department: Government bodies engaged in administrative or
service activities, such as ministries

b) Government corporation/company: Companies engaged in productive
activities whose capital is entirely owned by government, such as Central Bank of
Qatar, Qatar Petroleum.

c) Private: Establishments owned by individuals or a group of individuals either
Qatari nationals or non-Qataris, whether natural or legal personalities.

d) Mixed: Establishments in which the government shares capital with another
party, whether national (such as Qatar National Bank) or foreign (such as Gulf Air
Corporation).

e) Non-profit : It includes nonprofit organizations such as charitable institutions,...
etc.

f) Diplomatic/International/Regional: Establishments engaged in diplomatic or
consulate activities on behalf of other countries or those belonging to regional or
international organizations

g) Domestic sector: Includes all those working in a household for a salary, either
males or females, such as housemaids, cooks, drivers, and gardeners

Economic activity: Asked of the employed in reference to current employment and the
unemployed who worked before in reference to last employment. Economic activity is the
type of work in which the employing firm or enterprise engages, irrespective of the person’s
occupation or status in employment. If the firm engages in more than one activity, the
primary economic activity is determined. Consistent with the 2004 Census, the UN
International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC) was used.
Information was coded at the four-digit level and tabulated at the broad “section” level.

Occupation: Refers to the type of work practiced by a person, irrespective of the
employing establishment’s economic activity and irrespective of the person’s status in
employment. If the individual practices more than one occupation, the primary occupation
is determined. Primary occupation is asked of the employed (current occupation) and the
unemployed who worked before (last practiced occupation before unemployment).
Consistent with the 2004 Census, the ILO International Standard Classification of
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Occupations (ISCO) was used. Information was coded at the four-digit level and tabulated
at the “major group level”.

Status Iin employment : Asked of the employed in reference to current employment
and the unemployed who worked before in reference to last employment. The International
Classification of Status in Employment (ICSE) is used to distinguish among: employers,
own-account workers, employees, unpaid family workers, and others, as follows:

a)

b)

d)

Employers are those workers who, working on their own account or with one or
a few partners, hold the type of job defined as a "self-employment” and have
engaged one or more persons to work for them in their business as "employees".

Own-account workers are those workers who, working on their own account or
with one or more partners, hold the type of job defined as a "self-employment"”,
and have not engaged on a continuous basis any "employees".

Employees are all those workers who hold the type of job defined as "paid
employment”.

Unpaid family workers are those workers who hold a "self-employment" job in a
market-oriented establishment operated by a related person living in the same
household, who cannot be regarded as a partner, because their degree of
commitment to the operation of the establishment, in terms of working time or
other factors, is not at a level comparable to that of the head of the
establishment.

Other Workers not classifiable by status, including those for whom insufficient
relevant information is available and those who cannot be included in any of the
preceding categories.
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