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JOSEPH VARGHESE
DOHA 

ABOUT 70 percent of the
55,000 people who visited
Qatar Career Fair 2011 were
Qataris with 24 percent of
them in the age group of 16-19. 

This was revealed by
Executive Director of Qatar
Career Fair Abdullah al
Mansouri at the Second
Educational Partnership
Forum held at Texas A&M
University in Qatar (TAMUQ)
on Wednesday.

He also said that 26 percent
of the visitors were in the 20-
25 age group while 51 percent
of them were males. 

Mansouri said that 130
organisations participated in
the fair 2011 which had three
major areas of activities. 

“We conducted sessions
and workshops as well as
competitions for high school
and university students. The
main objective of the fair was
to provide an ideal platform
and environment where dif-
ferent work bodies, educa-
tional and social establish-
ments met with Qatari stu-
dents and graduates to guide

and educate them profession-
ally,” he said.

According to him, a large
number of Qataris were
employed by various organi-
sations while many were
selected for training and
development.

Khalid al Sulaiteen, co-
chair of the steering commit-
tee, said that the main objec-

tive of the forum was to facili-
tate communication and
build partnerships wherever
possible.  

“We would like to develop
the partnership on two levels:
between Qatar Career Fair
and the various actors, partic-
ularly those participating in
the exhibition and between
the various actors in the same

sector or from different sec-
tors,” he said. 

Al Sulaiteen thanked the
people that helped complete
the report on Qatar Career
Fair 2010 results, noting that
the percentage of collaborators
was more than 86 percent.

Najla al Khulaifi, researcher
at the General Secretariat for
Development Planning, said

that programmes and proj-
ects included in the education
and training sector strategy
2011 - 2016, to ensure that
educational options are flexi-
ble, and meet the needs of the
labour market. 

She pointed out that the
country expects to benefit
from all the advantages
offered in the field of educa-
tion on the economic and
social levels.  

She said: “The Qatar
National Vision 2030 con-
firmed the principle of pro-
viding education on a global
level, comparable to the high-
est international standards. It
is the right of all Qatari citi-
zens to access educational
opportunities that are consis-
tent with their abilities and
interests, and prepare them
better to participate in the
work force and promote their
values.” 

She also said that the Qatar
National Vision 2030 aims to
raise the educational system
to the level of outstanding
universal educational sys-
tems, and equip citizens to
meet the needs of the com-
munity.

MOHAMED KHOULAIDI 
DOHA 

THE regional conference
of the International
Criminal Court (ICC) con-
cludes on Wednesday with
discussions on judicial
expertise, the rights of the
defence, practicing and
bringing cases before the
ICC.

Palestinian Minister of
Justice Dr Ali Khashan
pointed out the impor-
tance of Qatar’s initiative
in convening the confer-
ence and added that the
country still needed to
accede to the Rome
Statute of the court. 

The accession will put
an end to the violations
committed against people,
especially since Qatar
plays an important role in
reducing such crimes,
Khashan said.  

He urged all Arab states
to join the ICC which is
considered as a court of
the people regardless of
nationality, race or reli-
gion. He said that 60
countries that have acced-
ed to the ICC recognise
Palestine as a state. 

Karim Khan, defence
counsel with the ICC,
pointed out that respect
for human rights is the
basic tenet of the Rome
Statute. 

He urged all Arab coun-
tries to contribute to the

work of the ICC by
embracing the values of
the Holy Quran and the
Islamic religious laws
which call for the respect
of mankind. 

“You should be ambas-
sadors of your region and
become leaders, instead of
being bystanders, in order
to contribute in enhancing
the work of the ICC”, he
added.  

Saber Ammar, deputy
secretary-general of the
Arab Lawyers Union
spoke about issues related
to the rights and the ele-
ments of defence in
Islamic law, in addition to
the right of defence in the
statute of the
International Criminal
Court. 

Sam Sasan
Shoamanesh, ICC’s head
of the counsel assistance
unit, said that it was oblig-
atory that the court should
be a model for achieving
justice in the world with
the need for the accused to
be tried before an inde-
pendent judicial institu-
tion. 

He reviewed the tasks
and functions of the coun-
sel assistance unit and
said that the number of
Arab lawyers in the court
was not more than 10. 

He said the number
would increase when
more Arab countries join
the Rome Statute.

‘70% of career fair visitors Qataris’ ICC regional
conference
concludes

DATELINE DOHA

MoE to implement all projects in 5 years
CATHERINE W GICHUKI

DOHA 

THE Ministry of Environment
(MoE) is in the process of
implementing all the four
projects that fall under the
environmental theme in Qatar
National Development
Strategy in the next five years,
Dr Rashid al Kuwari, associate
vice-minister for environmen-
tal affairs, said.

He was speaking on the
sidelines of the exhibition of
the eighth annual School
Environment Season on the
ministry’s premises in Dafna
on Wednesday where a num-
ber of independent schools
displayed projects to raise
awareness about a sustainable
environment. 

Al Kuwari said: “Because
the environment is one of the
four pillars of the Qatar
National Development
Strategy, we are in the process

of implementing all the four
projects that come under the
subject. We have categorised
them according to priority
and themes. The projects
include bio-diversity, water
management, climate change
and energy and air pollution.
We will be implementing
them over a five-year period,”
he said.

“We are going to launch the
projects on priority basis.
Already, we are done with the
priority listing and have iden-
tified the first issue for the
country out of the four and
very soon we will be imple-
menting it”, he added.

The six-day expo is organ-
ised jointly with the Supreme
Education Council (SEC). It
will run till Monday. It show-
cases primary, preparatory
and secondary students’ works
during the 2010-2011 year. 

All the projects are themed
on the environment. They

include green schools, green
air conditioners, recycling,
paintings, sports for life,
Arabic calligraphy on porce-
lain, pollution, and other cre-
ative projects. 

The expo is aimed at show-
casing the projects that the
students have been undertak-
ing for the past one year.

Apart from the projects on
exhibition, the students have
also been participating in
other activities like cleaning of
beaches.

“The event is a very impor-
tant component in our out-
reach programme, which is to
encourage young people for
community service. We con-

sider schools as the most
important places to raise
awareness about how to pro-
tect the environment. We are
always striving to inculcate in
them how to be aware of the
environment and be active in
that regard. It is an opportuni-
ty for us to catch them young,”
al Kuwari said. 

DIAL DOHACONTACT US
Qatar Tribune — 
Editorial: Phone:  44422077
Fax: 44416790
Administration & Marketing
Phone: 44666810, Fax: 44654975
P. O. Box: 23493, Doha

EDITORIAL: qatar.editor@gmail.com
qatar.pressreleases@gmail.com
COMMERCIAL PRESS RELEASE:
qtpressreleases@qatar-tribune.com
ADMINISTRATION: admin@qatar-tribune.com
ADVERTISEMENT: advertising@qatar-tribune.com
CIRCULATION: circulation@qatar-tribune.com
CLASSIFIED: classifieds@qatar-tribune.com

FIRE
AMBULANCE
POLICE                                     999
Electricity 991
Water 991
Hamad Hospital 44394444
Childs Emergency Centre (Al Saad) 44393333
Rumila Hospital 44396666
Women’s Hospital 44396666
Airport Services- Enquiry 44622999

Airport Services-Operator 44656666
Qatar Airways 44496666/44496000
Qatar Airways (Airport) 44496688
Gulf Air 44455444
Gulf Air (Airport) 44656318
Immigration & Passport Department 44890333
Traffic Department 44890666
Water Emergency 44325959
Electricity Emergency                 44677601
Weather Forecasting (Admn) 44656590

Drain Centre 44687894
Municipality (Doha) 44336336
Ministry of Education 44941111
Qatar Television (QTV) 44894444
Qatar Broadcasting Service (QBS) 44894444
Qatar University 44852222
Postal Department 44464000
SriLankan Airlines 44322628/44369910
Oman Air 44320509/44321373
Oman Air (Airport) 44626835

Executive Director of Qatar Career Fair Abdullah al Mansouri and Steering Committee Co-Chair Khalid
al Sulaiteen at an event, in Doha, on Wednesday.  (SANTHOSH CHANDRAN)

Dr Rashid al Kuwari, associate vice-minister for environmental affairs, inaugurates the exhibition of
the School Environment Season, in Doha, on Wednesday.  (MANEESH BAKSHI)

Palestinian Minister of Justice Dr Ali Khashan (centre) with
other panelists at the ICC conference, in Doha, on
Wednesday.  (JALAL PATHIYOOR)
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strengthening the collaboration
between the private and public
entities to come up with a more
innovative e-government mo-
del. “By partnering and identi-
fying in more projects that we
can do together we can acceler-
ate the launch of programmes.
It’s a win-win situation for both
sides. 

“We have been in the market
for over 25 years. Microsoft is
not a company that will disap-
pear in the next couple of years.
It is important for the govern-
ment of Qatar to have a partner
that will remain for at least five
years. Microsoft hopes to get to
the next level of partnership
with Qatar,” Dorn said. 

He reiterated Microsoft’s
commitment to help build the
competence of Qatar in the ICT
industry. 

Speaking about Qatar’s first

attempt to host such a presti-
gious ICT gathering, the
Microsoft official said the coun-
try is on the right track in terms
of its line-up of programmes. 

Mahindra Satyam’s Vice-
President and Head of MENA
Region Bobby Gupta said the

Doha ICT conference could be
designed more attractively to
attract its target market.
Mahindra Satyam has been
operating since 1999 and has
been making its way to the
Qatari market since it estab-
lished its office four years ago. 

Gupta also stressed on

strengthening partnership
between his organisation and
Qatari entities. Mahindra
Satyam signed a deal with
Qatar University and Aspire
Zone recently. The new deals
are in addition to the existing
partnership of the firm with
other Qatari entities such as the
Qatari Diar and Qatar
Petroleum. 

“Our company has been
expanding and in the region,
Qatar contributes to 40 per-
cent of the growth. Qatar’s
economy was slow two years
ago. The boom is a sudden
one. We can see a lot of
progress and commitment on
the government’s side as they
are becoming more customer-
centred. We look forward for
more deals with Qatar as we
leverage our partnership with
them especially during the
time of the World Cup,” he
said.

‘Qatar can emulate Singapore
model of e-governance’ 
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Microsoft, Dell and others as
partners, we are rightly
placed to fill that gap and
help the country’s SME sec-
tor realise its full potential
with the aid of IT services,”
he said.

But that is not all. The
group also intends to expand
its offerings in the enterprise
level solutions market in
which it counts the country’s
well known oil and gas
majors as well as the two tele-
com operators as its clients.
“In the enterprise level space
we intend to offer an ever
growing range of solutions
with our partners like SAP
solution provider
SperrySwiss, Wipro and
Columbus IT,” he said.

Moreover, in the retail

space, the group, which is
one of the country’s leading
Apple products resellers and
has gained the Apple
Premium Reseller status by
delivering on the promise of
the Apple brand, intends to
expand its iSpot stores from
the present three. Though he
would not talk in numbers,
AlEbrik said that further
expansion of the iSpot stores
is on the table. 

iSpot stores are known as
the best places in Doha to test
any Mac product and get
demonstration of any Apple
offering.

With so much going for the
company, AlEbrik is gung-ho
on the prospects of the com-
pany, and intent on upscaling
its business in all three areas
of its operations on the
strength of its personnel,

product and solution offer-
ings, commitment to clients
and last, but not the least, the
expanding markets aided fur-
ther by Qatar’s successful
bidding for the FIFA World
Cup 2022.

“Despite being in the ICT

space for less than a decade
or so, we are successfully
competing with firms which
have been there for more
than double the time. And,
now we intend to step up the
gas to meet the needs of the
expanding economy so that

the consumer does not have
to look beyond Qatar for his
needs,” AlEbrik said.

“The company’s philoso-
phy of giving the right tech-
nology for the right purpose
at the right time at the right
price has brought us here and
will surely take us further,”
he added.

Asked about the company’s
QITCOM experience, he said
the show, of which ABATS is
a sponsor, has been an
extremely successful one and
has provided Qatari compa-
nies and entrepreneurs the
right kind of exposure to
global products, practices
and trends. “By participating
in the show we have sought
to support ictQatar’s laudable
initiative and we will be
happy to be there again at the
next edition,” he said.

ABA targets SME sector to
provide IT services: AlEbrik

iSpot stores are
known as the
best places in
Doha to test any
Mac product and
get demonstra-
tion of any Apple
offering.

The new deals are
in addition to the
existing partner-
ship of the firm
with other Qatari
entities such as
the Qatari Diar and
Qatar Petroleum. 


