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Tom Smith is Managing Director at the Data Science Campus, joining the Office for National 

Statistics (ONS) in 2017. He was co-founder and, prior to joining ONS, chief executive of Oxford 

Consultants for Social Inclusion (OCSI), a research and data ‘spin-out’ company from the 

University of Oxford.  

Tom has more than 20 years’ experience using data and analysis to improve public services. 

Working at the intersection of government, academia and industry, he has led data & research 

projects with hundreds of local and national public and community sector organizations, including 

the government’s English Indices of Deprivation. His primary research interests are in using data 

science to improve public services, machine learning, and assessing non-traditional data sources to 

improve our understanding of society and the economy.  

A life-long data addict, Tom has a PhD in computational neuroscience, evolving neural networks 

for robot control (Sussex, 2002), an MSc in knowledge-based systems (Sussex, 1997), and MA in 

theoretical physics (Cambridge, 1994). He is vice-chair of the Royal Statistical Society Official 

Statistics section, and previously chair of the Environment Agency Data Advisory Group, and a 

member of the Open Data User Group ministerial advisory group to Cabinet Office. He has also 

acted as an external advisor on opening-up, sharing and using data for multiple government 

departments. 

Presentation Title 

The data revolution – building data capability for a modern national statistics institute 

Abstract 



The data revolution is creating previously unimaginable sources of information to work with for 

the public good. National statistical institutes are responding by strengthening skills, technology 

and data capability to make the most of the opportunity to improve statistics and analysis for better 

decisions. 

This talk will demonstrate how the UK’s Office for National Statistics is transforming its data 

capability to drive improvements in statistical outputs and analysis. The presentation will draw out 

what we’ve learnt about what works, through improving our technology and digital tools, methods, 

data architecture and standards, data acquisition and sharing, data science capability, and 

collaborations across sectors and disciplines to increase the impact of our work. 
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