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Data 

Journalism 

is the future

Sir Tim Berners-Lee

Founder of the 

World Wide Web



What is Data journalism

• Computational journalism, database journalism, data-driven 

journalism, data journalism?

• Journalism is an evidential practice

• interviews

• facts and figures

• reports

• data 
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• CAR – or the pre-data 
journalism period: 

• It starts in 1952 when the 
Remington Rand UNIVAC 
was used by CBS to predict 
the outcome of the 
presidential race between 
Eisenhower and Stevenson

The beginnings



What counts as data for DDJ?

• Statistical releases (National and International) 
https://www.psa.gov.qa/en/Pages/default.aspx

• Open data portals (https://www.data.gov.qa/pages/home/)

• Libraries, trusts, and NGOs

• FOIA

• Web-Scrapers

• Third-party data (data-feeds)

• Crowdsourced data

• Libraries, trusts, and NGOs

• Sensor Journalism

• Algorithms
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https://www.psa.gov.qa/en/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.data.gov.qa/pages/home/


Data Journalism cornerstone 

ideals
Mirko Lorenz (2010) Data-
Driven Journalism 
Process 

Paul Bradshaw (2011) 
Inverted Pyramid of Data 
Journalism 
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Points data journalists keep in mind

• Account for the levels of data literacy of the public

• Question who gathered the dataset and how they did it

• Disclose their methods and procedures

• The story should be at the centre and not the numbers/data 

visualization
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Examples of Data Journalism projects
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http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/2012/dec/04/government-spending-department-2011-12


18



Crowdsourced data



Crowdsourced data



Crowdsourced data
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https://panamapapers.icij.org

Uncover corruption
•

https://panamapapers.icij.org/
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https://panamapapers.icij.org

Uncover corruption
•

https://panamapapers.icij.org/


24

https://ig.ft.com/uber-game/?mhq5j=e7

Engaging audiences in participatory experiences
•

https://ig.ft.com/uber-game/?mhq5j=e7
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Experimenting

• Single data journalists

• Data editors + data journalist

• Small Data Units

• Several desks working together

• Centralised data journalism 
units

• Alternative sources of data

• Graphic designers and data 
scientists as part of the news 
process

• Fact Checking + Fake News





The car garage analogy 
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• Facilitating access 
to the ability of 
extracting insight 
from data

• Data champions: 
Facilitators, 
translators, 
ambassadors.

• Bridging the gap.















How to improve data trust?

Lyon, 2014

• Standardising open data policies and 
governance (both internally and externally).

• Fostering a healthy data journalism ecosystem.

• Transparency on methods and sampling.

• Developing and implementing educational 
strategies and policies.

• Nurturing civil initiatives (hackathons and 
workshops)

• Awareness on data brokers and internet giants



Thanks!

• Eddy Borges-Rey
eddy.borges-rey@northwestern.edu

Twitter: @eborgesrey

mailto:eddy.borges-rey@northwestern.edu

